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Stage Whisper - February Edition 
All members are welcome to contribute to Stage Whisper. Please 
send entries for the next edition to stagewhisper@caods.org.uk. 
with attachments if necessary by Friday 24th January.  

Keep in Touch 
 

Website www.caods.org.uk  Information about the         
society, events calendar and online ticket booking. 
 
Facebook Group Trinity Theatre: Information on events 
and messages. 
Facebook Page Trinity Theatre: Information on events, 
ticket booking and access to the website. 
 
Twitter Follow us @Trinity_Theatre. 
 
Emails about events are sent out. If you would like to be 
added to the list send an Email to info@caods.org.uk 

Bollywood 

Evening 
 

Saturday  1st February 
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Beetle 

drive 
Saturday  11th January 

at 7:30pm 
in the clubroom 

 
Fun for all ages 

Everyone welcome 
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President’s Notes 
 
 

Christmas saw the end of a very busy period for the theatre which 
began in September. This month saw the run of the very 
successful pantomime Scrooge making record receipts and full 
houses. Well done to Becky, Dinah and all the team on and off 
stage that made the show such a success. We have also had two 
film shows, the IoW College Review and the Christmas Party so 
Christmas has given us a chance to catch our breath!  
 

Unfortunately, we have again failed to cast a play. Boeing Boeing  
is a good comedy but the primary problem is getting enough men 
for plays. It is essential that we are able to cast and put on shows 
as this is what the society’s purpose is. Without these Trinity 
Theatre would not be able to continue. Let’s hope we have a good 
turn out for the read through and auditions for Carousel.  
 

There was a great party just before Christmas with plenty of 
music, games and food. The social events continue with a Beetle 
Drive on 11th January and a Bollywood evening on 1st February, 
so come along for some fun. 
 

We are holding a Fire Evening on 28th January. It will be an 
interesting evening about our fire alarms, extinguishers & 
evacuation procedure. The session will last 90 minutes at most 
and please attend if you can. 
 

The Film@Trinity Theatre programme has finished for the autumn 
season. There have been good attendances for the evening 
showings but the Sunday family ones have been less well 
supported so will not continue. There will be a slight pause in the 
programme as the projector needs to be returned to the 
manufacturer for a fix. We hope to be showing films again by the 
end of January. 
 

So with the New Year upon us do come along and get involved at 
the theatre. You are welcome to social events, auditions, work 
nights and getting involved in any aspect of the theatre. Don’t 
forget we still need a Marketing and a Buildings Manager so don’t 
be afraid about volunteering. 
 
                                                                                                 John 
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(Behind the Scenes continued from page 6) 
Congratulations also to us behind the scenes, for winning ‘Best 
Stage’ at the theatre awards, trust me you ain’t seen nothing yet 
lol. 
 

So really that’s about it for this year, once again thanks to all those 
who are happy to be invisible and let the luvvies do their acting, 
being a team is what keeps trinity going. 
 

 
Hope to see you all next year. 
 
 

Have a happy New Year. 
 
 

Mike 

(Scrooge Review continued from page 9) 
 occasion with music and dancing, a legitimate device for 
lightening up an otherwise sombre play. Somehow a Dame and a 
Chocolate Factory seem intrusive and ill at ease when 
incorporated into the Scrooge story. Not, I fear, the ideal 
combination for a pantomime. 
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Dates for your diary  

 
 
 
 
As many of you know 2014 sees the centenary of Trinity Hall, 
now known as Trinity Theatre. We are hoping to put together 
an entertainment likely to be a review of music, songs, 
sketches that reflect the history of the hall, the island and the 
world. Sue Raybould is coordinating this so if you would like 
to be involved or have ideas for the show, please contact Sue 
on  07917764190. 

Centenary Celebration 

Date Event 
Monday 6th 
January at 7:30pm 

Committee Meeting 

Wednesday 8th 
Jan. at 7:30pm 

Read through for  
Carousel 

Friday 10th Jan. at 
7:30pm 

Auditions for  
Carousel 

Friday 28th Jan. at 
7:30pm 

Fire Evening 

Saturday 1st Feb 
at 7:30pm 

Bollywood Evening 
Saturday 15th Feb 
at 7:30pm 

Improvisation Evening 
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individuals although Bob Cratchit - Duncan Greaves and Fred - 
Dave Newton both caught my eye as being typical men of the 
period. 
 

The costumes were, as usual, colourful where necessary and 
mostly individual, although there were matching mop caps and 
dresses for the children. In particular, the mens' outfits were 
notable for their authenticity, depicting the era of Dickens most 
accurately. Bob and Fred Cratchit, despite their relative poverty, 
looked very smart. Keeping up appearances was something 
even the poorer members of Victorian society would always 
attempt to achieve. 
 

Scrooge himself was played by Bob French. The scene where, 
to his surprise and consternation he finds his bed had shrunk, 
caused a great deal of amusement, particularly when he 
attempted to curl up in it, pulling up a totally inadequate cot 
sized blanket. Hi metamorphosis from the 'bah humbug' miser 
to a penitent reformed, generous benefactor, was well achieved 
and one felt his redemption was sincere. 
 

The sets and backcloths bare testimony to all the hard work that 
had gone on behind scenes. In the last few years CAODS has 
progressed from almost a bare stage, to sets that are very good 
and detailed. The backcloth for the chocolate factory was well 
devised and interesting and Scrooge's mini bed served a dual 
purpose, that of creating an amusing interlude for the audience 
but also allowing plenty of open stage for the appearance of the 
ghosts. 
 

The band, under the direction of Sue Raybould, comprising 
three keyboards, a trombone and drums, was not too loud or 
obtrusive and when resting in between songs, appeared to be 
hugely enjoying the on-stage performances, as did the 
audience. In fact, this is the first time since Calendar Girls and 
the yearly panto that I have witnessed a full house, about thirty 
being the average number attending Trinity theatre and this, 
despite the very good productions that are regularly being 
mounted by CAODS. It seems pantomime and the frisson that 
goes with possible nudity on stage are the two types of show 
that really lure the public. 
 

I confess I missed the Fezziwigs' party. This is a joyous 
 
(Scrooge Review continued on page 10) 
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NODA Review of Scrooge 
 
Scrooge - A Christmas Carol, A Panto courtesy Limelight 
Scripts. Whatever next will they think of turning into a 
pantomime? So, to liven up the rather sombre story of Scrooge, 
a Dame and chorus were introduced. And, as no panto would be 
without a slapstick routine, Scrooge now becomes the owner of a 
chocolate factory, turning out cheap, inedible chocolate. Although 
not intended, for sure, the routine in the factory was the highlight 
of the evening. Denise Farrow and Georgie McCarthy - Dough 
and Nut respectively - were extremely entertaining, practising 
their dubious skills on a cleverly constructed Heath Robinson kind 
of machine, which churned out all manner of cakes and 
sandwiches no-one could possibly eat. 
 

John Plumbly, a somewhat unlikely Dame being very tall and 
majestically built, treated us to a plethora of extravagant 
ensembles, including hats, one of which was a flowerpot and 
another a short, glistening, golden cascade of strands rather than 
curls. He engaged the audience in a series of ad libs, all of which 
were well received, particularly by the children, thus managing to 
make the incongruous addition of a Dame into the Scrooge story 
a seemingly natural event. 
 

The ghost of Jacob Marley (David Stradling), bedecked in white 
from head to foot, was a gem. Not at all frightening despite his 
death-like white face and array of clanking chains. His blood 
curdling "oooohs' made us laugh rather than quake in our boots 
and altogether he was rather a touching character, almost 
huggable. Good projection and movements. 
 

The Chorus, although having a large number of adults, will 
almost certainly be remembered for the appealing children. They 
were really well drilled and all of them knew the words to the 
songs, enunciating them well enough for one to be able to lip-
read what-they were singing. If only adults were as 
unselfconscious. One little girl in particular was quite 
mesmerising. I only wish I could name her. Sixth from stage 
right in their opening line up and later on she was accompanied 
by a man (Fred?) asking a favour of Scrooge which was refused, 
she being left alone mid stage before being led off. Hope that 
rings a bell. 
 

There were many others in this large cast. Too many to pick out 
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Christmas Party 2013 
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BEHIND THE SCENES 
 
Wow I can’t believe I’m writing this at the end of another year, and 
what a year it’s been! So many projects undertaken , and 
completed behind the scenes. Windows blocked up ,  cinema 
screens and speakers fitted. Leaks fixed, stage painted (actually 
best not mention that one as it went wrong), We used the wrong 
paint ,and had to repaint it 14 hours before we hired out the stage 
to the college. New records set for bar takings in one event . It’s 
certainly all happened at Trinity, and much of it done by those 
who are happy to be invisible . 
 

So thank you, to Paul, John, Steve, Peter, Andy, new Steve,  
Janet and the bar staff, Barbara and the front of house staff, This 
feels like an awards ceremony, but I’d like to  especially mention 
Dave Savill who has an ability to spot a job that everybody else is 
trying to avoid, but  needs doing and takes on the task with 
military precision,  (or just the complete opposite to my oh don’t 
worry it’ll be finished by opening night attitude). truly a legend. 
Next is Alex Quilter, thanks so much for your input, the number of 
times I’ve found you rewiring this or resetting a  system, helping 
out with anything that needs doing or stepping in at the last 
minute, to share your knowledge and experience. True, in behind 
the scenes fashion there have been heated moments with various 
members, but hopefully we’ve all learnt from them, and the time 
and effort you put in to help the college when they were 
performing their end of term assessment pieces was astounding. 
(anybody who hasn’t seen what the lighting team do should really 
take a look, technology has moved on so much its alarming) and 
my final thank you, has to go to the loveable Ross, who turns up 
every single time he’s asked and has tried his hand at every task 
he’s been given, couldn’t have run the panto without him this year, 
and NEVER thought i’d be saying that !!. 
 

The curtain has come down on another Pantomime, we hope that 
we didn’t upset anyone with our final night touches, it’s the one 
time those behind the scenes can make their presence felt hee 
hee. 
 
Behind the Scenes continued on page 10) 
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Scrooge 


